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North Patagonia Adventures in Cholila
7 days – 6 nights
 

 Day 1:
Morning flight to “Esquel” or “Bariloche”.  Reception at the airport and transfer to La Pilarica Lodge.  It is 114 miles away from “Bariloche”, of which 90 miles are along a paved route in excellent conditions, passing through the towns of “El Bolsón”, continuing to “El Maitén”, where the workshops of the old Patagonian Express train are found. If possible, depending on schedule, you can visit  “Museo Indígena” (Indians’ Museum) situated in “Estancia Leleque”. Then, the trip continues until arriving at Pilarica Lodge.  

Welcome dinner and overnight.

 

Day 2: Lacustrian Excursion to thousand-year-old Larch Wood.
The millenarian forest of larch wood trees, is located at the northern branch of Lago Menéndez” (Lake Menéndez). 

The excursion starts with the transfer from the “Pilarica” to the runway of  “Lago Verde” (Green Lake) (30 minutes). Then, a 20 minutes walk to Port “Chucao”. Departure from Port “Chucao” at 12 o'clock.

The trip lasts 1.30 hrs. passing through the Glacier “Torrecillas” to arrive at the starting point of  the trail.  Easy walk of 2 km, (1 hour) among tunnels of colihue canes, you can appreciate “Lago Cisne” (Lake Swan), and the rapids of “Río Cisne”  (Swan River) as well.  In this place, 500 and 3.000 year old larchs are found, some of them are 60 metres tall and 6 meters wide.  This is an extremely humid zone, with rainfalls of 5000 mm annually.  

Duration: 5 hours.

 

Day 3: Horseback riding to the zone of the “Río Tigre” (Tiger River).

The excursion starts with the transfer from the lodge to the head of “ Lago Cholila” (Cholila Lake). From there, a boat trip will take us to the other end of the lake, the trip lasts 40 minutes, and we will start riding along the Tigre River, wading it and crossing different creeks. Lunch stop, continuing to the confluence of “Río Alerce”  (Larch River) During the excursion you can enjoy a marvellous landscape, with privileged views from panoramic sites situated in the great glacial massif of “Tigre River” and you can also see several leaps and waterfalls. This basin that is born in “Parque Nacional Los Alerces” (National Park “The Larches”) flows into the Pacific Ocean. On our way back to the ranch, we will visit Butch Cassidy’s ranch. 

Duration: full day.

 

Day 4: Trekking to Cerro “La Torta” (Mount La Torta).

We begin trekking across an open road until we arrive to the timberline, where we start climbing up. Without greater difficulties we arrive to the ice caverns, and the waterfalls.  

Going around a hanging glacier, you will be able to see the different rock formations as a result of erosion. In this place we will find a great variety of stones of different types and colours, downhill through the south slope, beautiful sceneries of Futalaufquen lake, and its peaks, can be seen.

Day 5: Floating “Río Rivadavia” (Rivadavia Lake).  

Transfer from Pilarica to “Bahía Solís” (Solís Bay). From there, we start drifting this beautiful, 7 miles river. “Río Rivadavia” (Rivadavia River) is very calm and quiet with different pools, all the way down….surrounded with huge forests of coihue trees between others.  It is famous for being an excellent trout fishery and considered one of the most beautiful rivers in Patagonia. At the banks of the river…we will enjoy snacks and fresh beverages, continuing the outlet into “Lago Verde” (Green Lake) that is the end of the excursion.

Duration: 3 hours transfer, to Lago Puelo (1 hour drive), from there a boat will take us to the Chilean border, after migration procedures, we will re embark (at the Chilean side) the Puelo Inferior Lake, till we reach the other end, where La Cabana Lodge is located.

Welcome dinner, and overnight

 
Day 6: Cabin Lodge, Trekking to the old forest.

Early in the morning, 30 minutes walk from our lodge; we reach “Lago Las Rocas”  (Rocks Lake). A lake with warm and mineralized water 20 km long, and an average of 4 meters depth

We arrive at the other end of the Lake and begin the trek through a trail, that will take us to Lago Azul (Blue Lake). Lunch stop at the banks of the river, leisure time for swimming or fishing. We continue our trail, entering into the so-called old forest full of exotic and native species.  Due to the humidity of this place, trees and rocks are covered with a gross mass of lichens. Due to its similarity to a tropical forest, it is called cold forest….or cold Patagonian jungle. The variety of medicinal plants that are found is amazing, making it a unique place. After 4 hours of an easy walk, we arrive back to the lodge.

 

 

Day 7: After breakfast, transfer from the Cabin to Bariloche airport  

Flight to Buenos Aires.

YOUR TRIP INCLUDES:

· All land transportation, according to the itinerary.

· Professional guide services from arrival to departure.

· 7 days full of adventure.  

· 6 nights lodging at the farm.

· Full board (DWL room)

· Minimum of 2 passengers.
· All equipment required.
YOUR TRIP DOES NOT INCLUDES:

· Commercial airfare.

· Fishing tackle rental.

· Laundry.

· Communications.

· Tips.
· Additional transfers.
 

Optional: Extra day in Arelauquen Lodge including a rafting in the Rio Manso Inferior River.
The Patagonia area in Argentina is world-renowned for it’s legendary rivers and streams. 

Season: Runs from November through May. 
 

Cholila area

Land of stories with Butch Cassidy and his gang who lived in the early 1900. Picturesque landscapes with lakes, rivers, surrounded by the Andes summer grasslands, the gateway to the Alerces National Park.

The lodges

La Pilarica

1 hour 30 m. drive from Esquel airport and 2h from Bariloche. It is by the Carrileufu River. Typical Patagonian fishing lodge with 5 double bedrooms, private baths, huge lounge with a scenic view.  Patagonia gourmet dishes. Built in 2004.

La Cabaña Lodge

Located at the edge of the Inferior Lake, in the zone of Segundo Corral - a few miles away from the Argentine - Chilean border landmarks at the heart of the Andes Mountains. It has two plants with capacity for 10 people. The spectacular view of the Inferior Lake and the Mountain range of the Andes are some of the attractions that can be observed from La Cabaña Lodge. 

Recommended equipment

Clothing: casual outdoor outfit, trekking and riding shoes, raingear, sweatshirts and fleece are recommended.  Temperature runs between 50º to 70ºF.
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